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SUBMISSION INQUIRY INTO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MARINE PROTECTED
AREAS WITHIN THE BRUNY BIOREGION: INTERIM REPORT

TFIC as the peak body representing the interests of the Tasmanian seafood industry welcomes the
opportunity to comment on the Interim Report. It is of great value to be able to understand the
Commissions thinking in relation to a number of issues it has had to consider to date. In particular
the Commissions clear interpretation of the identification criteria has helped guide our response.

Although the Commission primarily seeks further comment on Steps 3, 4 and 5 of the Strategy,
particularly in how they relate to the brief presently being considered by the Commission, the
Commission also invites comments on Steps 6 and 7. Given that we accept the Commissions
interpretation of the identification criteria as listed we would like to make an initial comment on
Step 7 Develop additional criteria for the identification and selection of Marine Protected Areas as
required.

We would request that when the Commission is considering the various options for an MPA
within a particular biounit it adopts the ‘least cost principle’ in its deliberations. By way of
illustration examples are given from a commercial fishing industry perspective.

Example one, in considering the various options being considered for the Exposed Coast biounit if
location 12 The Friars (page 14) was declared an MPA with a substantial ‘no-take’ component
there would be a significant economic impact, particularly on the rock lobster fishery. An
associated issue would be the considerable reallocation of fishing effort to other areas within the
bioregion and the flow-on effects that would occur. However if an MPA was declared in location
13, Labillardiere (page 14) with the majority of the area classified as a Category VI MPA from
Cape Bruny to Hopwood Point and the remainder Hopwood Point to Partridge Island as a
Category I MPA the economic impact and dislocation would be considerably less.

Of the other locations identified as potential sites for an MPA within the exposed bounit an MPA
at location 9 East Tasman Peninsula (page 21) if largely ‘no-take’ would again have a considerable
economic impact on the commercial fishery. TFIC would consider supporting the establishment of
an MPA at location 2 Marion Bay (page 21) out to the twenty meter contour line so that an area of
exposed seagrass habitat is protected.






