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SUBMISSION RE REFERRAL 2007/3385 GUNNS LIMITED / MANUFACTURING /
BELL BAY / TAS / KRAFT PULP MILL AND ANCILLIARY CHEMICAL
PRODUCTION & INFRASTRUCTURE

I am writing in response to the invitation for public comment on the referral of Gunns proposed
Bell Bay Pulp Mill project as a potential controlled action under the EPBC Act.

The Tasmanian Fishing Industry Council (TFIC) has concerns with the referral provided by Gunns
Limited in relation to the construction and operation of a Kraft pulp mill at Bell Bay on the Tamar
River northern Tasmania. TFIC is the peak industry body representing the interests of wild capture
fishers, marine farmers and seafood processors in Tasmania. Our principal concerns are in relation
to the potential deleterious impacts on marine ecosystems, and by extension Tasmanian and
Commonwealth fisheries, associated with the disposal of effluent from the mill into Bass Strait.

In relation to this issue there have been numerous claims and counter claims regarding the
potential impacts on Bass Strait marine ecosystems and adjacent waters from the disposal of
effluent. We are pleased that your department is in the position of being able to critically evaluate
the veracity of these claims and we strongly urge you to do so.

TFIC is advised that the pulp mill project is a controlled action as defined in the EPBC Act. The
relevant controlling provisions are:

e Threatened species or threatened ecological communities

e Commonwealth marine waters
In the original referral No. 2005/2262 the project was designated as a controlled action. In this
referral Gunns ticked the YES box indicting that the project was likely to have significant impacts.
This referral was subsequently withdrawn by the proponent and replaced by referral No.
2007/3385. In the later referral, which is in effect the same as the previous referral as the nature of
the project has not changed; Gunns have indicated they no longer consider the mill will have
significant impacts on the proposed controlled action.

TFIC is strongly of the view that the original information contained in the IIS submitted by Gunns
to the RPDC, and the supplementary information provided by Gunns in response to the request






