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18 October 2006

Hon Michael Aird
Treasurer

Level 9 Executive Building
15 Murray St

HOBART TAS 7000

Dear Treasurer

2007-2008 STATE BUDGET COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

On behalf of TFIC I would like to thank you for the opportunity to present a budget submission
identifying the priorities for the seafood industry to be considered by your government when
formulating the 2007-2008 State Budget.

Executive Summary

In 2005-2006 the Tasmanian seafood industry generated $417.058 million in income (landed value
Source DPIW) and provided employment for over 7,000 Tasmanians the majority of whom live in
regional communities. Tasmania’s wild capture fisheries and aquaculture industries are an integral
part of the social and economic fabric of our island state.

The issue of primary importance to the aquaculture industry at this point in time is provision of
adequate resources to address fish health issues. The industry itself has provided significant funds
and in-kind support to assist in addressing emerging fish health issues. With the projected
expansion of salmon production in particular from 19,000 tonnes per annum by an estimated 10-
15% per annum over the next 5 years (estimated annual value in 5 years approximately $349
million) the need to at least maintain and more likely expand the current level of service is
paramount.

With the government providing a reference to the RPDC to proceed with the development of
proposals to establish MPAs in the Bruny Bioregion the need to finalise arrangements for
structural adjustment payments for fishers aftfected by the establishment of any new MPAs is seen
as being a high priority. The Tasmanian Marine Protected Areas Strategy released in 2001
explicitly states that “...the Tasmanian Government has agreed to establish a process for providing






