


























Some recent convictions

POLICE

ROUND UP

around the State from Inspector Ross Paine

A recreational fisherman was convicted in

the Queenstown Court in March this year

for offences relating to the possession of
undersize male and female rock lobster

and exceeding the possession limit for

rock lobster. The offences occurred near
Queenstown in February 2004. An overall fine
of $1500 and special penalties of $11500
were incurred by the offender.

In February 2007, a commercial fisherman
was fined $200 and incurred special
penalties of $4750 after pleading guilty in the
St Helens Court to the offence of taking rock
lobster from the Marine Reserve at Governors
Island at Bicheno late in 2005. Whilst the
fisherman concerned stated he did not
normally fish this area, and did not commit
the offence intentionally as he did not know
the area was a reserve, it is a timely reminder
to all that the locality of Marine Parks must
be known. It also serves as an indicator that
Marine Parks are regularly policed in order to
prevent any illegal activity,

In May 2007, two recreational fishermen
pleaded guilty in the Launceston Court

to taking rock lobster using unauthorised
fishing equipment. The offence occurred near
Eddystone Point in March 2005, when the
men used large steel hooks attached to long
handles to take the rock lobster. Both men
were fined $250.00 and incurred special
penalties of $750 and $1000 respectively.

Some other cases finalised at Devonport
earlier this year include a fine of $200 and
a special penalty of $200 for a recreational
fisherman for using a gillnet that was not
properly marked in Binalong Bay in January
2006, and a $150 fine for a fisherman

for failing to properly mark rock lobster
taken subject to a recreational licence near
Macquarie Heads during November 2006.

A Tasmanian commercial rock lobster
fisherman recently faced Hobart’s
Magistrates Court for offences under the
Living Marine Resources Management Act
1995.

A fisherman from Margate who was found in
possession of 30 commercially caught rock
lobster without the required documentation
was charged with four counts relating to
making false and misleading statements to
a fisheries officer and failure to complete
required documentation relating to the
possession of commercially caught rock
lobster.

The charges incurred $7000 in fines, and
highlight the importance of keeping required
documentation for the protection and
effective management of the fishery. Under
the Living Marine Resources Management
Act 1995, providing false or misleading
records is an indictable offence and carries
a possible penalty of imprisonment.
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Hectic times at
Fletcher Pumps

by Julie Podmore

It was inevitable that Grant Fletcher would
end up ‘mucking about’ with boats. He
grew up with fishing and the fishing fleet
at Margate in the 70’s, and had a father
involved with the seafood industry at
Safcol.

Grant completed a trade in fitting and
machining and has been in the marine
industry in southern Tasmania for some
27 years, constructing many different
marine items such as dive compressors,
stainless steel rails, davits, tanks, and
propeller shafts.

After purchasing Lewis Engineering in
1999 and Water Pumps P/L in 2001,
business has been quite hectic. Since
then Tim Calvert, with his vast knowledge
and experience of pumps and the
pumping market, has come on board.
Grant boasts that there are not too many
things that they either cannot provide a
pump for, or repair.

Being distributors for Grundfos, ASM,
Regent, KSB Ajax, Jabsco, Johnson,
Sherwood and Philmac gives Fletcher
Pumps the ability to provide pumps

and spares quickly and efficiently to its
customers. The sales workshop, which
stocks service kits, impellors, end plates,
bearings, mechanical/lip seals and poly
fittings, has moved to 258 Argyle Street.
Some examples of their work include ship
sets of pumps for high-speed catamarans,
recirculating tanks, and engine cooling
and pressure systems.

With all of this emphasis on the water
you would think that Grant would prefer to
do something else at weekends, but no,
most free time is spent on or beside the
water! Every Thursday night in summer
is spent on a mate’s yacht competing

in the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania’s
twilight races and every third Thursday
competing in its summer pennant. All
other weekends in summer are spent at
Lake Meadowbank water skiing with the
family, so between November and April
there aren’t too many free weekends.
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SeaNet Officer meets a woman

passionate about her industry

by Fiona Ewing

Ruth Amos

As | reported in the last issue of
Fishing Today, | attended an EMS
(Environmental Management System)
Summit in Sydney, in April. The summit
was about exchanging the ideas and
experiences of industry members, who
were at all stages of the EMS process.
It was here that | met Ruth Amos from
Mackay in central Queensland. Ruth and
her husband run a commercial fishing
operation in the region. The Mackay
Commercial Fishers consist of a diverse
range of fisheries including trawling
(prawn and scallop), estuary fishing
(barramundi, shark, mud crab, prawn
and mixed finfish), line fishing (coral
trout, cod, tropical snappers, sweet lips
both live and frozen) and a trochus shell
dive fishery. Ruth, along with a number
of other women, is the driving force
behind the development and publication
of a Code of Conduct for the Mackay
Commercial Fishers and their EMS, which
is soon to be completed.

There were a number of things about
Ruth that really impressed me. The first
thing is how passionate she is about her
industry ... and it’s catching!! As you can
imagine, it’s a big task and she’s not
doing this alone. She particularly wants to
acknowledge the women who are heavily
involved in the project: Leonnie Gibson,
Kim Burk, Angelia Welk and Rhondah
Marriage. But, it’s not only the women
who are making this project work, it’s
also the entire industry that is working
together towards a common goal.

The second thing that impressed me
about Ruth is that she was willing to
draw a line in the sand. She was willing
to stop complaining about her industry’s
circumstances, to stop listening to
complaints about her industry and to
get into action and really do something
about it.
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Anyway, enough from me. Have a read
about what Ruth has to say about her
experience and that of her industry.

How long have you been fishing?

Ruth: ‘On the 6th of April next year,

my husband and | will have been in the
fishing industry for 30 years. We are reef
line fishers and have lived in the Mackay
area all of our adult lives.’

Why did you want to do the code of
conduct and EMS in the first place?
Ruth: ‘We developed the Code of
Conduct for the Mackay Commercial
Fishers in response to the community
perception of the commercial fishers
in our region. The community had the
attitude that we were ‘rapists and
pillagers’ of the oceans and that we
didn’t care about the environment. We
really wanted the community to see
that we are doing the right thing by the
environment, fishing in a sustainable
way and providing a good affordable
product for everyone. Not just ‘upmarket
seafood’, but a good product for Mrs
Housewife.’

What problems did you encounter?
Ruth: ‘Well, we didn’t have too many
problems. We had an enormous amount
of support from the Mackay/Whitsunday
NRM region and Seafood Services. Paul
Kramer, through FarmBis, organised a
week of education for us at Brisbane Uni
(in conjunction with Seafood Services)
to learn about the environment and

the impact of fishing on the marine
environment. This education week was
run by Dr Daryl McPhee and Professor
Thor Hunloe and they were just great.
They explained that we really needed to
put every aspect of our fishing practices
on paper. That way, we could show all
the good things that we were doing for

SMARTER FISHING FOR INDUSTRY

the environment, as well as the issues
that need further work.’

What are the benefits?

Ruth: ‘The community sees us in a
better light now. It has shown people that
we are aware of the environment and
that we’re committed to the industry in a
sustainable way. Before we did the Code
of Conduct and EMS, we didn’t have

a very good relationship with our local
recreational fishing lobby group, Sunfish.
In the process of working together, we
decided that the past is the past, and
the future is going to be bright together.
Now the relationship between us is
working really well. People are aware of
what goes on in our industry now rather
than being misinformed. Our relationship
with the politicians has benefited also.
We’ve got a real sense of pride in our
industry now.’

Where to from here?

Ruth: ‘Our EMS is almost finished and
we only have two small workshops at the
end of the year to finish it off.’

In wrapping up, | want to tell you the
third thing that really impressed me
about Ruth when | first met her at the
EMS summit. It’s that she took on doing
something that she had absolutely no
idea how to achieve. Along the way,
she’s learnt heaps and I’'m sure she has
made some firm friends and gathered
lots of support for the industry that she
is so passionate about.

If you want any information about
developing a Code of Practice or EMS
for your fishery, give Fiona Ewing a call
on 0407 135 637 or 03 6224 2890
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> Sea Rescue Tasmania

enters new era

The safety of both professional fishing
vessels and pleasure craft in Australian
coastal waters can now be significantly
improved due to the ‘new’ digital
technology incorporated into VHF marine
radio equipment.

New models of VHF radio equipment,
such as the NAVMAN 7200 and ICOM
M604, incorporate Digital Selective
Calling (DSC) technology that provides the
capability of sending Distress, Urgency
and Safety Priority alerts with the ‘push
of a button’.

Using VHF DSC equipment to pass on
position information removes the need
to use voice communication. Digital
Selective Calling technology enables
position reporting by simply selecting

the identity of a shore station from a
menu displayed on the screen of the VHF
DSC radio, selecting Routine Call and,
providing that a GPS is connected to the
VHF DSC radio, the position of the vessel
is transmitted to the selected shore
station with the push of a button.

Many operators of professional fishing
vessels are reluctant to report their
position using voice communication to
shore stations, as this may give other
vessels knowledge of their position by
listening to the voice channels. But a

Marine VHF radio communication

Digital Selective Call sent to a particular
shore station can only be received by
that shore station and no other station is
aware of the transmission.

Distress Alert transmissions can be
achieved by the simple push of a
button. The transmission contains the
identifying number of the station making
the Distress Alert transmission and the
position of the vessel (providing that a
GPS is connected to the radio).

In addition, Digital Selective Call
transmissions also travel further than
voice communication transmissions,
thus providing an increase in range - an
important consideration when using VHF
communication.

Another advantage of DSC transmissions
is that voice communication may not be
readily understood, especially at times
of high stress during a Distress incident.
Information transmitted using DSC is
displayed as text on the screen of the
VHF DSC marine radio, much like a SMS
message on a mobile phone. A DSC
Distress Alert is automatically repeated
until an acknowledgment is received.

Marine VHF DSC equipment is not
expensive. A NAVMAN model 7200 VHF
DSC radio costs in the region of $480.

Marine VHF DSC radio communication will
offer a safer and more reliable means

of transmitting vital communication
information in the coastal waters around
Australia in the coming months as shore
based stations are established.

In order to use the DSC facility in the
new VHF marine radios, it is necessary
to obtain a Identity Number (Maritime
Mobile Service Identity) from AMSA. A
MMSI is issued free on request to AMSA,
and has to be ‘programmed’ into the VHF
DSC radio to enable the Digital Selective
Calling capability.

See: www.amsa.gov.au/search_
and_rescue/Distress_and_Safety_
Communications/Maritime_Mobile_
Service_ldentity/index.asp

Sea Rescue Tasmania Inc., demonstrated
the position reporting and vessel tracking
capability of VHF DSC at their Dodges
Ferry base on Saturday 18 August.

For more information contact
Michael Collinson, Education
and Training Officer, Sea Rescue
Tasmania, via email to:
training@bigpond.net.au or
mobile: 0418 143 843.

*| repowered with Yanmar

Yanmar 6KYM Series

= Twin Turbo
=Mechanical Injection and Controls
= Cylinder Block Inspection Hatches
*500HR Service Intervals

& will save $45,000 - 50,000 in fuel in the first year”

YANMAR k

marine

 “The Puglisi family operates a fleet of commercial fishing boats out of Bermagui. Melisa, a 57

__ tonnetimber trawler, had a 20 year old V8 365hp diesel engine removed and replaced by a fresh

“I'mavery satisfied Yanmar customer.”

Yanmar 6KYM engine— same power but the new Yanmar is smaller and lighter.”

“However the fuel saving delivered by the Yanmar is nothing short of staggering —from 62 litres
per hour to a miserly 38 litres per hour. Over a full 12 months of operation, the Yanmar 6KYM
will deliver amassive fuel saving of $45,000 to $50,000.”

“I compared all the name brands before settling ona Yanmar to re-power Melisa.”

“I can't believe the huge fuel savings that | now enjoy, let alone the better performance and
reliability factors that come with the Yanmar 6KYM engine.”

-Dominic Puglisi - Melisa

Power Equipment Pty Ltd A5 Scoresby Industry Park, Janine Street, Scoresby Vic 3179
Email power.equipment@yanmar.com.au  Tel (03) 9764 0711  Fax (03) 9764 0678

www.yanmar.com.au
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Research funding opportunity for industry:
FRDC moves 10 a new Investment framework

Following a series of consultations with the Fisheries Research and Advisory

Bodies (FRABs) and other stakeholders the Fisheries Research and Development

Corporation (FRDC) has developed a new R and D investment framework, as
shown in the table below.

Summary of the new FRDC funding framework

Major 8 Partnerships Primary

Funding Method(s) \ Governance
Purpose Whose $’s

arrangements

Public Good Existing pen annual Public Good and FRAB

competitive call — Jurisdictions

1 November
Tactical Quarterly industry/ Industry FRAB
Industry FRAB commissioned partnership
Response applications — not longer

than 18 months and

limited to no more than

$75K investment from

FRDC
Strategic Closed/open tender Public Good and FRDC Board &/or
National and/or Commissioned jurisdictions FRDC Subprograms
Issues e.g. Representative
fish health Bodies, AFMF,

FRABs &
Subprograms

Major Industry | Closed tender and/or Industry & MOUs Subprograms

Sector Plans

Commissioned

Research Providers
Industry

People
Development

Closed/open tender
(leadership, capacity
building) Open

call (scholarships,
workshops/conferences)

Public Good,
jurisdictions and
industry

FRDC & People
Development
Reference Group

The new framework formalises the

range of funding methods currently used,
as well as outlining new initiatives, with
an emphasis on funding methods that
have been matched with the primary
purpose of the research and the end
user group.

Of particular interest to industry will be
the Tactical Industry Response category
of funding highlighted in the table. A new
fund has been created by FRDC (the
Tactical Research Fund) which aims to
provide funding quickly for high priority
tactical fishing industry issues. The

aim of the fund is to take immediate
advantage of industry opportunities that
arise by investing in short-term research
and development projects. Additionally,
the fund can be used to respond to
unforeseen events.

The FRDC has allocated a budget of
$1.7 million for the 07/08 financial
year for this activity. The new Tactical
Research Fund application process will
commence 1 July 2007.

The FRDC’s investment criteria
specifically for the Tactical Research
Fund are:

= The project proposed must be
tactical, high priority, and aimed
at achieving a specific outcome

= The project proposal must be
stakeholder-driven

= FRDC investment (including any
industry cash contributions) must
not exceed $75,000

= The project must be completed
within 18 months

TASMANIAN FISHING INDUSTRY NEWS AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2007



> TasFRAB

These criteria should be viewed against
the background of the standard FRDC
investment criteria which are available at:
www.frdc.com.au/research/applicants/
evaluation.htm

The FRDC will not invest in proposals
that do not perform satisfactorily against
the above criteria. In addition FRDC
investment will not normally be

available for:

= the costs of purchasing fish or other
seafood used in projects

= inputs into FRAB R&D priority setting
processes which are already funded
by FRDC

= ‘close to market projects’ where
the industry’s contribution is not
commensurate with the potential
proportionate benefits that will be
received

= venture capital

= projects where restrictions on
intellectual property could create
unnecessary impediments to industry
uptake, e.g., through additional
industry costs

= projects where the applicant
is seeking inappropriate or
unreasonable royalties from
potential IP

Applications must be developed
in consultation with the relevant
stakeholder or stakeholder group
(which may include a Fisheries
Research Advisory Body - FRAB).

A proposal should be endorsed or
supported by industry and/or other
stakeholders, ensure close stakeholder
involvement and show a clear pathway
to adoption. If at all possible, a cash
contribution should form part of

the proposed research budget, and
particularly in the case where projects
are ‘close to market’ (i.e. potential for
the applicant to achieve a direct benefit
if the project is successful).

An application for Tactical Research
Fund investment must be submitted
using FishNet (the FRDC’s electronic
application submission system). FishNet

can be accessed from the FRDC’s
home page at www.frdc.com.au/ or at
www.fishnet.gov.au/fishnet/

There are two types of application
templates, depending on whether or
not the funding applied for is greater
or less than $30,000 Applications
from Tasmania should be submitted
to TasFRAB for endorsement, unless
otherwise agreed by the FRDC.

Applications will be considered by the
FRDC quarterly, with the closing dates for
applications to be received by the FRDC
being:

= 1 February
= 1 May
e 1 August

e 1 November

If exceptional circumstances apply, the
FRDC will consider Tactical Research
Fund applications ‘out of cycle’.

For further information contact TasFRAB
(Diane Mahon) on

03 6227 7221 or by email
Diane.Mahon@utas.edu.au or FRDC

on (02) 6285 0419, or email
FRDC@FRDC.com.au

CLASSIFIED

LICENCES FOR SALE

» Auto Squid Jig
» Purse Seine (unrestricted)
» Scalefish B
e Vessel
Will separate
03 6292 1691 or 0427 921 691

Taylor Marine

® Polyform buoys & fenders

e Hi Man rope

® \\et weather gear

e Johnson pumps and impellers

® |anotec & Septone

e Jotun & International marine
paints

® Seaplast insulated ice boxes
70-1500 litres

20 Derwent Park Road Derwent Park
Ph 6272 0166 Fax 6272 0188
Peter’s Mobile 0418 943 017

Specialist suppliers of Furuno Electronic

ZODIAC LIFERAFTS

Sales and servicing
Now available

it

PWB chain

Anodes

Zodiac liferafts

Icom & GME radios
Gloves & gumboots
All safety equipment
Spaulding cray pots
Stainless nuts & bolts
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> TAFI News

Rock lobster stock assessment 2005/2006 shows stock
rebuilding in south, slowing in north

by Malcolm Haddon and Caleb Gardner TAFI Marine Research Laboratories

MODEL-BASED PERFORMANCE
MEASURES

The rock lobster stock assessment
model is fitted to catches, catch rates,
and, where available, length frequency
of the catch data. The combination of
length-frequency data and catch-rate data
provides an insight into the underlying
processes affecting stocks in different
regions. For example, increases in catch
rates combined with large numbers

of relatively small lobsters in the

catch indicate recent recruitment and
rebuilding (observed in the four southern
assessment areas).

In contrast, stable or lowering catch rates
combined with relatively few smaller
lobster in the catch indicate relatively

low recent recruitment and a decline

in stock size brought about through a
lack of recruitment (observed in the four
northern assessment areas).

Legal biomass appears to be rising in

all assessment areas, with large gains

in the four southern areas but only
relatively small gains in the four northern
areas. Biomass increased significantly in
the south, which was related to recent
relatively high recruitment. A pulse of
recruitment has passed down the East
Coast over the last few years. It was first
detected as a sharp increase in catches
of puerulus collectors in 1995. This pulse
entered the legal-sized fishery in northern
Tasmania in 1999. Slower growth in the
southwest meant that this recruitment
pulse didn’t contribute to commercial
catches in that area until 2005.

Egg production over the whole state

has been stable the last two to three
years, but the lack of recent recruitment
in the north is indicated by a recent
slight decline in the spawning or mature
biomass. If successful recruitment does
not occur soon in the northern half of
the state, then egg production can be
expected to decline.

The average weight of landed lobsters
continues to increase slightly in all areas.
This may be due to the harvest rate
dropping (the proportion of legal biomass
removed by fishing), leaving more
lobsters in the water for longer (likely

in the south). Alternatively, it could also
be due to there being low recruitment

in some areas, so that the only animals
available are those that are growing
bigger (likely in the north).

Commercial catch statistics

Over the past six years, the distribution
of commercial fishing effort and catch
has exhibited strong trends around the
state, with a shift of catch from the north
to the south, which appears to be related
to the recent sequence of recruitment
events. Effort peaked in 1992/1993
(2.07 million pot lifts), with current effort
only 60.6% of that amount (1.25 million
pot lifts). Current effort is 78.7% of effort
in 199871999, the first year of the quota
management system (1.59 million pot
lifts). This reduction in effort reflects the
level of stock rebuilding; it is especially
significant given that there has also been
a shift to more winter fishing, when catch
rates are generally lower.

The geographical distribution of effort has
changed, with a general shift in effort
towards the south and west (i.e. dropping
significantly in assessment areas 2 -

SE, ~Maria; 3 - NE, ~St Helens; 4 - NE,
~Flinders; 5 - NW, ~King; and 6 - NW,
~Sandy Cape, but rising in Areas 1 - SE,
~Bruny; 7 - SW, ~ Pt Hibbs; and 8 - SW,

~ Davey). At the same time, catches
dropped or were stable in the four
northern assessment areas and rose in
the four southern areas. Combining these
trends in effort and catch, catch rates
dropped or were stable in the north and
rose in the south. Consequently the stock
is continuing to rebuild in the south, while
rebuilding appears to have slowed in the
north. Without successful recruitment
soon in the north, instead of continued
rebuilding there may even be the start of
a decline in the north.

The number of vessels reporting any
catches of rock lobster was down to 224
from 344 in 1994/1995.

OTHER MEASURES OF PERFORMANCE

No new estimate of recreational catch is
available since the 2004/2005 estimate
of about 120t, which was a reduction from
the 148.5t estimated for 2002/2003;
however, recreational licences have
increased in numbers again. For the last
three years there have been very low
puerulus catches on the East Coast.

This unusually low series suggests there
may be a potential gap in the recruitment
intensity that will only appear in a

few years.
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IMPLICATION OF FUTURE
HARVEST STRATEGIES

The stock assessment model is
used to project the fishery into the
future to examine the implications of
different management options (e.g.
different Total Allowable Commercial
Catch, TACC, or different legal
minimum lengths). These projections
enable alternative management
options to be evaluated to balance
the potential gains against the
potential losses. While very useful,
it must be remembered that any
conclusions made from projecting
the model forward assume that the
fleet dynamics (the distribution of
effort) remains very similar to the
present day fleet dynamics (including
the proportion of recreational catch
by assessment area). In addition,
the projections assume that average
historical recruitment patterns will
continue to occur.

Statewide projections suggest that
biomass will not decline (given
average recruitment) with TACCs
between 1,475t and 1,600t (note
the trade-off with the higher TACC is
a decline in catch rate and thus an
increase in fishing costs). With the
current TACC of 1,523t, statewide
legal biomass has a >60% chance of
increasing over the next five years in
all assessment areas. However, even
with the current TACC, the areas with
the lowest chance of stock rebuilding
over the next five years are areas 6,
3, and 2, in that order.

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

Stock rebuilding is continuing, but

the current signs of poor recent
recruitment in the north and the
possible poor recruitment in the east
(very low puerulus catches on the East
Coast for the last three years) suggest
that stock rebuilding may slow, or even
reverse, in the next few years.

For more information contact
Malcolm Haddon on 6227 7279,
or email:
Malcolm.Haddon@utas.edu.au
or Caleb Gardner on 6227 7233,
or email:
Caleb.Gardner@utas.edu.au.

Bridget Green

settles into TAFI

by Natalie Johnston

Bridget Green’s work as a research
scientist has taken her from living in

a thatched hut on the white beaches

of Papua New Guinea to examining
America’s most polluted river and working
on a charter boat in Townsville. Today,
Bridget sits in her office at TAFI's MRL
with its sweeping, waterfront views of the
Derwent, and enthusiastically talks about
her current project.

‘This project is trying to increase the
value of the rock lobster fishery in
Tasmania by exploiting big differences in
regional growth,’ Bridget explains. One

of the ways this is being achieved is

with the translocation of deep water rock
lobsters to shallow or northern waters,
since northern rock lobsters have a faster
and larger growth rate and are stronger
in colour (see Fishing Today Feb/Mar
2007). Only twelve of the 80,000 rock
lobster females that have been caught by
researchers in the south have been

of legal size.

Bridget is particularly enthusiastic about
the use of acoustic tags that enable her
to monitor the progress of the relocated
rock lobsters on her computer due to a
signal transmission every 15 minutes. To
date all tagged lobsters are surviving well,
and the majority are staying within the
area of release.

Prior to commencing work at TAFI, Bridget
was based in New Jersey, USA, for two
and a half years, working for Federal
Fisheries National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). Here she had
the opportunity to progress her PhD
research, which she completed at James
Cook University in Townsville in 2000,
examining whether larger female fish, for
instance, clown fish, can produce bigger
and higher quality offspring compared

to smaller fish. In America, she worked
on three key fishery species - a flatfish,
a sea trout and a cod — studying the

size and quality of female fish. She also
worked on the toxic effects of the Hudson
River, the most polluted river in America.
Research showed that despite carrying

high toxic loads and some growth defects,
a cod species had adjusted to the
pollution and it did not affect their growth.

Bridget describes working in Papua New
Guinea for James Cook University over
a two year period as a challenging and
amazing experience. She had to adjust
to living in a thatched hut on the beach,
and to New Guinea time where clocks
and watches were not important. She
assisted in setting up and monitoring
marine reserves to protect portions of
the habitat. The locals were involved in
the project, as each village owns areas
that include coral reefs on which their
livelihood depends.

‘Locals have been successfully managing
their reefs for a long time,” Bridget
explained. ‘We learnt things from the
locals, with their knowledge of the reefs
and of how to manage your own backyard
for sustainability.” Bridget assisted in
educating the locals about the damage
to coral reefs from dynamite fishing

- propaganda from big industries had
persuaded locals that coral wasn’t alive
and therefore could not be damaged.
Recent results from this research show
that the marine reserves are acting as
source stocks for recruitment of fish,
which is the key aim of most marine
reserves. ‘Ten years on it is great to see
the success of these marine reserves,’
Bridget said.

She loves the variety of her work, which
includes talking to fishers, analysing data,
going out on a boat and going diving.

‘I am really excited about working at
TAFI on local fisheries science. The
fisheries here are well managed and well
supported compared to other places |
have worked. | grew up eating crayfish
and look forward to being part of the
research supporting the rock lobster
industry.’
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by Julie Podmore

The Old Cable Station

West Beach, Stanley
(03) 6458 1312

Michael Whatley and Charlotte Brown’s
restaurant is housed in an historic, colonial
building, spectacularly sited looking out
across Bass Strait towards the Southern
Ocean at West Beach, tucked in behind
Green Hills, out of sight of nearby Stanley.
When the telephone line between Stanley
and the mainland opened in 1936, the
building was used as the cable station.
Nowadays the three buildings on the site
house the couple’s bed and breakfast and
self-contained accommodation. as well as
their popular restaurant.

Unfortunately for Tasmanian diners,

The Old Cable Station is open only from

November to April — as in Tassie’s cooler
months, Michael and Charlotte head off

to Broome, where they run Café Carlotta
— an equally popular restaurant featuring
authentic Italian regional food.

They have been in Stanley for nearly

4 years now; they love the environment
and the friendly locals, and are pleased
with the business they have established.
‘It’s been fantastic’, says Michael. ‘We
have a good tourist trade as well as
strong local patronage — people even
come to eat from Launceston and
Hobart. We’ve had both Tetsuya and Leo
Schofield eat here, and we have run some
successful weekend cooking schools
featuring guest chefs from the mainland.’

Michael, who grew up in a farming family
in Oatlands, does most of the cooking.
When | ask him what got him into cooking,
he jokingly replies: ‘I was hungry’, but he
does confess to loving food and cooking,
and really appreciates the quality of the
local produce. There is a lot of seafood
on the menu, but he also offers dishes
featuring local rabbit, lamb, and grass-fed
beef. And it all looks wonderful. What

a pity | couldn’t stay to take one of the
places stylishly set for lunch.

Call Margaret Atkins
Confidentiality assured

Consultant/Broker for State and Commonwealth

commercial fishing licences

Buying, selling and leasing all
licence types and vessels

Office closed
Friday

PO Box 109

South Hobart
Tasmania, 7004

Ph (03) 6224 8299
Fax (03) 6224 0900
Mobile 0419 375 578

Wood-oven roasted crayfish

This is The Cable Station’s signature dish
—and can be cooked in the Weber, or at a
pinch, in a very hot oven. The wood-fired
oven gives this dish a very special flavour
— but Michael suggested you could try it
with some woodchips in a very hot Weber.

Split one fresh cray down the middle.
Remove intestines (and any other bits you
don’t want to eat). Lay in a roasting pan
and dress with:

= a liberal dose of fresh lemon juice

= a good splash of extra virgin olive oil

= freshly ground black pepper

= sea salt

= fresh chili to your liking

= Let sit for 5 minutes

Place in wood oven (or oven as hot as you
can get it) and cook for 6 —10 minutes
depending on size. Turn once or twice
while cooking.

Dress with more olive oil and serve with
lemon wedges and salad.

Pan-seared scallops with Pernod

This dish takes only a couple of minutes
all up — it is important not to overcook it.

= fresh or frozen scallops

= fresh parsley

= freshly ground black pepper
* sea salt

= Pernod

= cream

Heat a little olive oil in a small pan just
to smoking. Throw in the scallops and
move them quickly around the pan.

Pull back from the heat, add a little
Pernod (or Sambuca) — around 30mls for
scallops for 1. Return to heat, flame and
keep moving. Once the flames die down,
add enough cream to come up ¥ of the
way up the scallops, a good sprinkling
of fresh chopped parsley, and pepper
and salt to taste. Bring to a simmer and
reduce for a moment.
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Seafood Tra

»
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'/ Ron Brown (trainer), David Seears, Timothy Crawford, Graeme Shipway, Larry
Crawford and Robert Fisher)

Slipping and Survey practical at the Domain Slip (left to right: Derrick Whelan,

STT delivers MED 3
training in South

Responding to industry requests, in July
this year Seafood Training Tasmania
delivered the first Marine Engine Driver 3
(MED 3) course to be held solely in the
south of the state for many years. Of the
19 students who attended, all passed
course assessments with flying colours,
and all those who had their sea time
approved successfully completed their
MAST orals.

For many years STT has, in collaboration
with the AMC, offered MED 3 training
consisting of a one-week block of theory
delivered by STT in Hobart, followed by a
one-week practical block provided by the
AMC at Beauty Point. In July 2007, with
the assistance of Michael Roach from
Navigators, Marine and Safety Tasmania,
OPCET, Tas Ports, Peiter Van Der Woude
and Rodger King, STT was able to provide
the complete course in the south of the
state.

The training was completed over a two-
week period, with theory components
being delivered in STT classrooms located
at 2a Gladstone Street directly above Irish
Murphy’s in Salamanca), and the practical
assessments being completed at the

Domain Slip and onboard the MV Cartella,
MV Excella, MV Wandera, FV Anmaropa,
FV Odalisque and MV Seatrain.

A MED 3 Certificate of Competency holder
can be in charge of Machinery of up to
500 kw within restricted offshore limits
(30 nm to sea), or machinery up to 250
kw within offshore limits (200 nm to sea).

The rapid growth of the Tasmania
Agquaculture Industry has increased the
demand for MED3 training in the south
of the state over the past three years.

Hand and Power Tools practical (left to right:
Mark Eather and Mark Ashlin)

ning Tasmania

STT 2007 MED 3 enrolment of 19 is up
from 10 in 2006 and 8 in 2005. With the
continued support of industry and the
Government STT is looking forward

to providing MED training in 2008.

SUCCESS AT INAUGURAL
TASMANIAN SEAFOODS AWARDS

We were very pleased to win the Training
category at the recent Tasmanian Seafood
Awards.

The award, judged on the applicant’s
ability to meet the criteria of commitment,
results, compliance with the AQTF, benefit
to industry and innovation, was sponsored
by Basslink, and was given in recognition
of excellence in seafood industry training.

It was accepted by Rory Byrne on behalf
of the Board, staff and trainers.

MORE DOLLARS FOR TRAINING

In response to additional demand from
industry, the State Government has
funded extra places in Coxswain, MED 3
and Elements of Shipboard Safety (ESS)
for 2007.

OPCET (Office of Post Compulsory
Education and Training) funded 70

ESS places, 11 MED 3 places and

20 Coxswain places in addition to the
current funding level. This extra funding of
$95,000 means that all training demands
for the Tasmanian Seafood Industry will
be met for 2007. The current level of
State subsidy to the Industry through

STT now exceeds $500,000 per annum
(including funding for trainees).

The State Government has recognised
the importance of the Tasmanian Seafood
Industry, and demonstrated this through
its continuing support and willingness to
respond to changing circumstances.The
net result to fishermen and fish farmers
is that the real cost of training is reduced
by a minimum of 75%.

A big thanks to those who made it
possible, especially from the Education
Minister David Bartlett’s office and
OPCET.
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Jetties
update

Maintenance on MAST public jetties
has progressed well since the last
edition of Fishing Today. Since

May work has been undertaken

at Southport, Kettering, Margate,
Woodbridge and Nubeena jetties.
This has included the driving of

19 new piles, encasement of 6

piles in concrete sleeves and the
replacement of 21 deck beams.
There have also been preventative
repairs to another seven piles. This
is achieved by filling holes created
by toredo worms and applying plastic
wraps to the damaged section of the
pile to prevent further attack.

In the coming weeks work will
include 22 deck beam replacements
at Nubeena and Kettering and pile
repairs at Dover and Binalong Bay.
Decking planks will be replaced at
Margate, Dover and Southport and
an additional bollard will be fitted to
the Dover Jetty.

Over the coming months work will
also be undertaken on jetties at
Gordon, St Helens, Bicheno, Cygnet,
Pirates Bay, Dunalley and Dennes
Point. Where work involves the
closure of jetties, MAST will try and
contact local users and will advertise
Notices to Mariners.

MAST also is commencing the
planning for the rebuilding of the
outer part of the Southport Jetty
this financial year. A meeting will be
held with local users in the coming
weeks.

New jetty by-laws

The new Marine and Safety (Jetties)
By-laws came into force on 29 July
2007. By-laws expire ten years after
they are introduced and therefore the
making of the new by-laws gave MAST an
opportunity to make a few changes that
ensure jetties can be used equitably and
safely.

Some of the notable changes are that:

1. MAST can require a vessel to be
moved from a public jetty and not
return for a period of seven days.
This change was made in response
to the requests of some jetty users
to cater for congestion. If a vessel is
left at the jetty and other users also
want access then the by-law allows
MAST to have a vessel moved so that
everyone gets a fair chance to berth
at the jetty.

2. Vehicles can only be left on a jetty for
periods of time when they are loading
or unloading or servicing a vessel.
When unattended vehicles are left
on the jetty, or vehicles are parked
on the jetty by those fishing from
the deck there is potential to lead
to disruptions, in particular to fish
processors.

3. Each jetty has a sign displaying the
maximum permitted weight of vessel
and vehicle that can safely use the
jetty. This must not be exceeded.

4. Those wishing to undertake lifting
with a crane, forklift or similar lifting
device that can place high point
loads on the jetty need to obtain prior
permission from MAST.

5. Only vessels that are in survey
or in recreational registration are
permitted to berth at MAST jetties
without permission. MAST will grant
permission for the owners of vessels
withdrawn from survey to use public
jetties for a reasonable time frame
whilst work takes place on the vessel.

Most of the content of the expired
by-laws has been incorporated into the
new jetty by-laws. Therefore provisions,
such as setting aside short term use
loading zones still remain.

The by-laws are meant to ensure that all
vessel owners get fair and reasonable
access to public jetties. Whilst MAST
would like all local users of a jetty to work
co-operatively to ensure everyone gets
fair access, the by-laws do have penalty
provisions. This means that authorised
personnel, including police, can issue
infringement notices (on the spot fines)
of between $100 and $500 where there
are breaches of the by-laws.

Copies of the new by-laws can be
obtained from the MAST website at
www.mast.tas.gov.au
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> Directory

TASMANIAN FISHING INDUSTRY COUNCIL

PO Box 878, Sandy Bay 7006

117 Sandy Bay Rd, Sandy Bay 7005

Chief Executive: Neil Stump 0417 394 009
neilstump@tfic.com.au www.tfic.com.au
Ph 03 6224 2332 Fax 03 6224 2321

WILD FISHERIES

Tasmanian Abalone Council Ltd

Macquarie Wharf No.1, Hunter St,

Hobart 7000

Acting President: Rodney Herweynen

0418 130 193

Chief Executive: Dean Lisson 0419 599 954
Executive Assistant: Eleni Lovell

Ph 03 6231 1955 Fax 03 6231 1966
tasab@bigpond.net.au

Tasmanian Commercial Divers Group
PO Box 13, Scamander 7215
President: Dale Ridgers 0419 393 599
Ph 03 6372 5620

Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishermen’s
Association

President: John Sansom 03 6247 7284
CEO: Rodney Treloggen

Ph/Fax 03 6376 1805 0418 138 768
Secretary/Treasurer: Margaret Atkins
Financial Officer:

Bruce Manson Ph 03 6247 8248

Tasmanian Scalefish Fishermen’s Association
President: Shane Bevis —

Ph/Fax 03 6247 7634

Secretary: (Mrs) Colleen Osborne

PO Box 332, Somerset 7322.

Ph 03 6435 0068

Tasmanian Scallop Fishermen’s Association
286 Windermere Rd, Windermere 7252
President: John Hammond 0429 130 238
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Jill Hammond

Ph 03 6328 1478 Fax 03 6328 1421

Tasmanian Shark Fishermen’s Association
64 Ormond St, Bellerive 7018

President: Brian Bailey 0407 874 199
Secretary/Treasurer: (Mrs) Heather Bailey
Ph 03 6244 2775 Fax 03 6244 6939

Tasmanian Sashimi Fishermen’s Association
14 Tabor Road, Acton Park 7170

President: Peter Green

Secretary: David Chaffey Ph 03 6248 1928

AQUACULTURE

Tasmanian Aquaculture Council
PO Box 878, Sandy Bay 7006

117 Sandy Bay Rd, Sandy Bay 7005
Chairman: Colin Dyke

Ph 03 6257 7466 0428 577 464
coldyke@bigpond.com.au

TFIC: Neil Stump 0417 394 009
email neilstump@tfic.com.au

Tasmanian Marine Farmers Association
PO Box 83, Triabunna 7190

Ph 03 6257 7466

Secretary: Geoff Pickard 03 6225 1547

Tasmanian Salmonid Growers Association
PO Box 321, Sandy Bay 7006

Chairman: Chris Dockray

Executive Officer: Pheroze Jungalwalla

Ph 03 6214 0555

Contact@tsga.com.au www.tsga.com.au

Tasmanian Shellfish Executive Council
25 Lanena Street, Bellerive 7018
Chairman — Brian Leahy 0408 586 781
leahyb@bigpond.com.au
Secretary/Treasurer: Richard Pugh

Ph 0408 210 672

Tasmanian Abalone Growers Association
Chairman: Mike Wing

PO Box 11, Dunalley 7177

Ph 03 6253 6007 Fax 03 6253 6009

Bruny Island Shellfish Growers Association
President: Des Wolfe

PO Box 2080, Lower Sandy Bay 7005
Ph/Fax 03 6225 0321

DPIW MARINE RESOURCES

Scallops, Giant Crab, Octopus,
or Rock Lobster Inquiries

Rod Pearn Ph 03 6233 6380 or
Hilary Revill Ph 03 6233 6036

Abalone or Marine Plant Inquiries
Andrew Sharman Ph 03 6233 3512

Commercial Dive Inquiries or Inshore Clams
Greg Ryan Ph 03 6216 4227

Scalefish Inquiries
Matt Bradshaw Ph 03 6233 3018

Recreational Fishing Inquiries
Howel Williams Ph 03 6233 3523
Licensing Inquires

Ph 03 6233 2147

Quota Monitoring Inquiries
Ph 03 6233 3539

Marine Farm Planning/Operations Inquiries
Tony Thomas Ph 03 6233 6497

Marine Environment Inquiries
Colin Shepherd Ph 03 6233 3179

Special Permits
Sally Williams Ph 03 6233 3119

TRAINING

Seafood Training Tasmania

2a Gladstone Street, Hobart 7000
Manager Rory Byrne Ph 03 6233 6442
Fax 03 6223 2780
stt@seafoodtrainingtas.com.au

WEBSITE LINKS
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT

Australian Fisheries Management Authority
(AFMA)

www.afma.gov.au

Australian Maritime Safety Authority
www.amsa.gov.au

Bureau of Meteorology
www.bom.gov.au/weather/tas

CSIRO - Marine and Atmospheric Research
WWW.Cmar.csiro.au

Department of Agriculture Fisheries and
Forestry (DAFF)

also includes:

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics (ABARE)

Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service
(AQIS)

Biosecurity Australia (BA)

Bureau of Rural Sciences (BRS)
www.daff.gov.au

Department of Environment and Water
Resources (DEW)

www.environment.gov.au

FarmBis

www.farmbis.gov.au

Fisheries Research and Development
Corporation (FRDC)

www.frdc.com.au

Food Standards Australia New Zealand
(FSANZ)

www.foodstandards.gov.au

National Oceans Office (NOO)
www.oceans.gov.au/home.jsp

OceanWatch also includes:

SeaNet

www.oceanwatch.org.au

Seafood Services Australia (SSA)
www.seafood.net.au

Seafood Training Australia (STA)
www.seafoodtraining.com.au

STATE

Department of Primary Industries and Water
www.dpiw.tas.gov.au and/or www.fishing.tas.gov.au
Marine and Safety Tasmania
www.mast.tas.gov.au/domino/mast/newweb.nsf
Natural Resource Management (NRM)
www.nrmtas.com.au

Tasmanian Aquaculture and Fisheries Institute
fcms.its.utas.edu.au/scieng/mrl/index.asp
Tasmanian Fishing Industry Council (TFIC)
www.tfic.com.au

FISHERIES WHOLESALE

Master Fish Merchants Association
www.mfma.com.au/

Melbourne Wholesale Fish Market
www.chsmith.com.au/fish-prices/index.htm
Sydney Fish Market
www.sydneyfishmarket.com.au

40 TASMANIAN FISHING INDUSTRY NEWS AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2007



Marcom-Waison Group
THE SEIWA ADVANTAGE.

When you’re navigating a channel, entering a port
at night, or cruising to your favourite anchorage you need

the speed, reliability and advanced functionality of SEIWA’s
chartplotters and plotter/sounder/radar systems. i

There is a SEIWA multifunction system to suit ‘;-j
all budgets and types of boats.

= Superfast processors for instant chart re-draw
= Wide panoramic displays

= Quick release bracket for flybridge security

= Explorer control cube for VGA display

= Plotter/sounder/radar systems available

Free call 1800 630 611
From mobiles phone: (03) 6331 2711

Email: sales@marcomwatson.com.au COURSEMASTER
Web: www.marcomwatson.com.au AUTOPILOTS
2GE I'np
A PROUDLY TASMANIAN {Qﬂ é;,, George Doumouras
ENTERPRISE Ly -i, General Manager
“Our people are our family” SEAFG{}DS “Your guarantee of quality & integrity”
FTY. LTD.

41 - 42 Franklin Street ¢ George Town ¢ Tasmania ¢ 7253 ¢ Australia

Phone (03) 6382 3466 ¢ Fax (03) 6382 3060 & Mobile (George) 0418 133 419
ABN 76 076 219 988

Our George Town plant is a large, export accredited, multi-purpose seafood processing facility, supplying
a range of ocean fresh species, including:

e Orange Roughy e Smooth Dory e Oreo Dory

e Blue Grenadier e Pink Ling e Silver Warehou

e Garfish e Calamari e Arrow Squid

e Shark e Australian Salmon e Mackerel

e School Whiting e Scallops e and other deep sea fish.

With our own fishing vessel we catch quality seafood for you. George Town Seafoods is EU compliant which
ensures quality and freshness that is unparalleled in our industry.

Give us a call today for all your seafood requirements.
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Sunderland Marine

Mutual Insurance Company Limited
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If only commercial fishing was always this low-risk!

oD

One day you may need the protection
of your insurance company...

...immediate expert advice and assistance,
followed by prompt attention to your claim.

Sunderland Marine Mutual Insurance Company Limited (Est. 1852)
19 Agnes Street, Jolimont, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002 Phone: (03) 9650 6288 Fax: (03) 9650 6396
Contact Shane Parsons - Toll free 1800 855 090 Phone; (07) 3289 6689 Fax: (07) 3289 6690 Mobile: 0411 887 522
PO Box 797 Samford, QId 4520






