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That you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Shellfish Fishery Management Plan and
related documentation. Qur comments will be addressed to each of the documents provided for
comment.

Draft Shellfish Fishery Policy Document

Executive Summary:

Page 7 third para. The commercial harvesting of shellfish has occurred in various areas for over
two decades. Para 5 refers to the future development of the shellfish fishery and the need for future
applicants to submit a fully funded fisheries development plan. Are guidelines available for
potential applicants? If so a link directing potential applicants should be provided. If guidelines
have not been developed then an indicative timeline for their development should be provided.

Overview of the shellfish fishery

Page 9 second last para the department have indicated that it will issue licenses authorising the
commercial take of Pacific oysters from the wild to any approved fisher. While appreciating the
departments desire to reduce the number of “feral’ Pacific oysters we would caution against
issuing a virtually unrestricted number of licenses, as this may lead to access issues in the future.

History of commercial shellfish harvesting under permit

Native oysters (Ostera angasi)

Page 12 first para the reference to the findings of the Royal Commission on the Fisheries of
Tasmania 1883 is incomplete. We believe that in addition to the to the decline of the fishery
caused by overfishing and the destruction of the seafloor by dredging other anthropogenic impacts
for example siltation caused by land clearing also contributed to the decline.






